Drama Unit Guide
Grades 8-9
OPA
SEPTEMBER 

Intro to Drama
· Syllabus/Classroom Management Overview

· Staging
· Basic Theater Terminology
· Theater Etiquette and Performance
· Types of Drama/Theater
Developing Your Voice & Body
· Relaxation Breathing 
· Quality / Pitch / Flexibility 
· Articulation and Pronunciation
· Volume, Rate, and Projection
· Body language 
· Stage Positions / Direction
 Characterization
· Creating the Character
· 5 Questions

· Stanislavski / Hagen Method

· Identifying Character

· Stock / Stereotypical Character

· AutoDramas

· Writing for Character

OCTOBER
 Improvisation
· Storytelling
· Group Building Projects

· Pantomiming

· Animal Movement Study

· Silent Scene Introduction

· Stage Partner Etiquette
· Monologue & Script Introduction
· Subtext Overview 

· Script Analysis and Breakdown
· Blocking Cues
· Memorization / Interpretation

· Sense Memory

· Emotional Response

· Monologue Performances

NOVEMBER

Scene Study
· Understanding Partnering
· Stage Blocking

· Directing the Scene

· Personal Space in the Theater Space

· How to build relationship
Building the Showcase
· Student Direction Terminology
· Basic Technical Terminology
· Directing / Presenting the Scene

· Personal Space in the Theater Space

DECEMBER

Creating the One Act
· Creative Writing
· Imagery and Thought Analysis

· Components of the Story
Play Production 
· Rehearsing, Set Design, Costumes

Final Review
· Terminology and Understanding

